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2 © AUGUST 28, 1912. 


The Berlin International Radiotelegraphic Convention, proclaimed 
on May 25, 1912, by the President, to the end that “every article and 
clause thereof may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by the 
United States and the citizens thereof,” is printed below for the in- 
struction of collectors of customs, radio inspectors, masters of vessels, 
radio operators, and others directly interested in radio communication. 

Respectfully, 
Bens. S. CABLE, 
Acting Secretary- 


BERLIN INTERNATIONAL RADIOTELEGRAPHIC CONVENTION, 


['Translation.] 


Artic 1. The High Contracting Parties bind themselves to appl: 
the provisions of the present Convention to all wireless telegrap! 
stations open to public service between the coast and vessels at sea— 
both coastal stations and stations on shipboard—which are estab- 
lished or worked by the Contracting Parties. : 

They further bind themselves to make the observance of these pro- 
visions obligatory upon private enterprises authorized either to 
establish or work coastal stations for wireless telegraphy open to 
the service of public correspondence between the coast and vessels at 
sea, or to establish or work wireless telegraph stations, whether open 
to general public service or not, on board of vessels flying their flag. 

TICLE 2. By “coastal stations ” is to be understood every wireless 
telegraph station established on shore or on board a permanently 
mooted. vessel used for the exchange of correspondence with ships 
at sea. 

Every wireless telegraph station established on. board any vessel 
not permanently moored is called a “station on shipboard.” 

ARTICLE 3. The coastal stations and the stations on shipboard shall 
be bound to exchange wireless telegrams reciprocally without distinc- 
tion of the wireless telegraph system adopted by such stations. 

Axrictz 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 3, a station 
may be reserved for a limited public service determined by the object 
of the correspondence or by other circumstances independent of the 
system employed. i : 

Arricte 5. Each of the High Contracting Parties undertakes to 
connect the coastal stations to the telegraph system by special wires, 
or, at least, to take other measures which will insure a rapid ex- 
change between the coastal stations and the telegraph system. 

Articiz 6. The High Contracting Parties shall notify one another 
of the names of coastal stations and stations on shipboard referred 
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to in Article 1, and also of all data, necessary to facilitate and ac- 
gelernte the exchange of wireless telegrams, as specified in tbe Regu- 
lations, 

_Arricrn 7. Each of the High Contracting Parties reserves the 
right to prescribe or permit at the stations referred to in Article 1, 
apart from the installation the data of which are to be published in 
conformity with Article 6, the installation and working of other 
devices for the purpose of establishing special wireless communica- 
tion without publishing the details of such devices. 

ARTICLE 8, The working of the wireless telegraph stations shall be 
organized as far as possible in such manner as not to disturb the 
service of other wireless stations. 

Articre 9. Wireless telegraph stations are bound to give absolute 
priority to calls of distress from ships. to similarly answer such calls 
and to take such action with regard thereto as may be required. 

ARTICLE 10. The total charge for wireless telegrams shall com- 
prise: 

1. The charge for the maritime transmission, that is: 

(a) The coastal rate, which shall fall to the coastal station; 

(b) The shipboard rate, which shall fall to the shipboard station. 

2. The charge for transmission over the lines of the telegraph 
system, to be computed according to the general regulations. 

The coastal rate shall be subject to the approval of the Government 
of which the coastal station is dependent, and the shipboard rate to 
the approval of the Government whose flag the ship is flying. 

Each of these rates shall be fixed in accordance with the tariff per 
word, pure and simple, with an optional minimum rate per wireless 
telogram, on the basis of an equitable remuneration for the wireless 
work. Neither rate shall exceed a maximum to be fixéd by the High 
Contracting Parties. 

However, each of the High Contracting Parties shall be at liberty 
to authorize higher rates than such maximum in the case of stations 
of ranges exceeding 800 km. or of stations whose work is exceptionally 
difficult owing to physical conditions in connection with the installa- 
tion or working of the same. 

For wireless telegrams proceeding from or destined for a country 
and exchanged directly with the coastal stations of such country, 
the High Contracting Parties shall advise one another of the rates 
applicable to the transmission over the lines of their telegraph system, 
Such rates shall be those resulting from the principle that the coastal 
station is to be considered as the station of origin or of destination. 

Aniicte 11. The provisions of the present Convention are supple- 
xnented by Regulations, which shall have the same force and go into 
effect at the same time as the Convention. 
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Articte 14. Each of the High Contracting Parties reserves to 
itself the right of fixing the terms on which it will receive wireless 
telegrams proceeding from or intended for any station, whether on 
shipboard or coastal, which is not subject to the provisions of the 
present Convention. ; ; 

Tf a wireless telegram: is received the ordinary rates shall be appli- 
eable to it. 
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Any wireless telegram proceeding from a station on shipboard and 
-Areceived by a coastal station of a contracting country, or accepted in 
transit by the administration of a contracting country, shall be 
: forwarded. 

Any wireless telegram intended for a vessel shall also be forwarded 
if the administration of the contracting country has accepted it origi- 
nally or in transit from a non-contracting country, the coastal station 
reserving the right to refuse transmission to a station on shipboard 
subject to a non-contracting country. 

ARTICLE 15. The provisions of Articles 8 and 9 of this Convention 
are also applicable to wireless telegraph installations other than those 
referred to in Article 1. 

* * * * * ka * 

ARTICLE 17.1 The provisions of Articles 1. 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12 and 
17 of the International Telegraph Convention of St. Petersburg of 
July 10/22, 1875, shall be applicable to international wireless teleg- 
raphy. 

Articce 18. In case of disagreement between two or more contract- 
ing Governments regarding the interpretation or execution of the 
present Convention or of the Regulations referred to in Article 11, 
the question in dispute may, by mutual agreement, be submitted to 
arbitration. In such case each of the Governments concerned shall 
choose another Government not interested in the question at issue. 

The decision of the arbiters shall be arrived at by ‘the absolute 
majority of votes. 

In case of a division of votes, the arbiters shall choose, for the 
purpose of settling the disagreement, another contracting Govern- 
ment which is likewise a stranger to the question at issue. In case 
of failure to agree on a choice, each arbiter shall propose a disinter- 
ested contracting Government, and lots shall be drawn between the 
Governments proposed. The drawing of the lots shall fall to the 
Government within whose territory the international bureau pro- 
vided for in Article 13 shall be located. 

Arricu 19. The High Contracting Parties bind themselves to take, 
or propose to their respective legislatures, the necessary measures for 
insuring the execution of the present, Convention. 

ARTICLE 20. The High Contracting Parties shall communicate to 
one another any laws already framed, or which may be framed, in 
their respective countries relative to the oliject of the present Con- 
vention. 

Arvictr 21. The High Contracting Parties shall preserve their en- 
tire liberty as regards wireless telegraph installations other than 
provided for in Article 1, expecially naval and military installations, 
which shall be subject only to the obligations provided for in Articles 
8 and 9 of the present Convention. 

However, when such jnstallations are used for general public serv- 
ice they shall conform, in the execution of such service, to the pro- 
visions of the Regulations as regards the mode of transmission and 
rates. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENT. 


I. Each station on shipboard referred to in Article 1 of the Con- 
vention shall be bound to correspond with any other station on ship- 
board without distinction of the wireless telegraph system adopted 
by such stations respectively. 
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PROTOCOL. 


IV. It is understood that, in order not to impede scientific progress, 
the provisions of Article 3 of the Convention shall not prevent the 
eventual employment of a wireless telegraph system incapable of 
communicating with other systems, provided, however, that such 
incapacity shall be due to the specific nature of such system and that 
it shall not be the result of devices adopted for the sole purpose of 
preventing intercommunication. 


SERVICE REGULATIONS ANNEXED TO THE INTERNATIONAL WIRE- 
LESS TELEGRAPH CONVENTION. 


1. ORGANIZATION or WIRELESS TELEGRAPII STATIONS. 
I. 


The choice of wireless apparatus and devices to be used by the 
coastal stations and stations on shipboard shall be unrestricted, 
The installation of such stations shall as far as possible keep pace 
with scientific and technical progress. 


TI. 


Two wave lengths, one of 300 meters and the other of 600 meters, 
are authorized for general publie service. Every coastal station 
opened to such service shall use one or the other of these two wave 
lengths. During the whole time that the station is open to service 
it shall be in condition to receive calls according to its wave length, 
and no other wave length shall be used by it for the service of 
general public correspondence. Each Government may, however, 
authorize in coastal stations the employment of other wave lengths 
designed to insure long-range service or any service other than for 
general public correspondence established in conformity with the 
provisions of the Convention, provided such wave lengths do not 
exceed 600 meters or that they do exceed 1,600 meters. 


IH. 


1. The normal wave length for stations on shipboard shall be 
300 meters. Every station on shipboard shall be installed in such 
manner as to be able to use this wave length, Other wave lengths 
may be employed by such stations provided they do not exceed 600 
meters. 
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2. Vessels of small tonnage which are unable to have plants on 
board insuring a wave length of 300 meters may be authorized to use 
a shorter wave length. 


Iv. 


1. The International Bureau shall be charged with drawing up 
a list of wireless telegraph stations of the class referred to in Article 1 
of the Convention. Such list shall contain for each station the 
following data: 

(1) Name, nationality, and geographical location in the case of 
coastal stations; name, nationality, distinguishing signal of the 
International Code and name of ship’s home port in the case of sta- 
tions on shipboard; 

(2) Call letters (the calls shall be distinguishable from one another 
and each must be formed of a group of three letters) ; 

(8) Normal range; . 

(4) Wireless telegraph system; 

(5) Class of receiving apparatus (recording, acoustic, or other 
apparatus) 5 

(6) Wave lengths used by the station (the normal wave length 
to be underscored!) ; 

(7) Nature of service carried on by the station: 

General public correspondence ; 

Limited public correspondence (correspondence with vessels . . .; 
correspondence with shipping lines . . .: correspondence with ships 
fitted with apparatus of the .. . system, ete.) ; 

Long range public correspondence; 

Correspondence of private interest ; 

Bree correspondence (exclusively official correspondence) ; ete. 

($) Hours during which the station is open: 

(9) Coastal rate or shipboard rate. 

2, The list shall also contam such data relating to wireless tele- 

aph stations other than those specified in Article 1 of the Conven- 
tion as may be communicated to the Intemational Bureau by the 
Management of the Wireless Telegraph Service (“Administration”) 
to which such stations are subject. 


v. 


` The exchange of superfluous signals and words is prohibited to sta- 

tions of the class referred to in Article 1 of the Convention, Experi- 
ments and practice will be permitted in such stations in so far as they 
do not interfere with the service of other stations. 
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1. No station on shipboard shall be established or worked by 
private enterprise without authority from the Government to which 
the vessel is subject. Such anthority shall be in the nature of a 
license issued by said Government. 

2, Every station on shipboard that bas been so authorized shall 
comply with the following requirements: 

(a) The system employed shall be a syntonized system; 
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(b) The rate of transmission and reception, under normal condi- 
tions, shall not be less than twelve words a minute, words to be 
counted at the rate of five letters each; : 

(c) The power transmitted to the wireless telegraph apparatus 
shall not, under normal conditions, exceed one kilowatt. Power ex- 
ceeding one kilowatt may be employed when the vessel finds it neces- 
sary to correspond while more than 300 kilometers distant from the 
nearest coastal station, or when, owing to obstructions, communica- 
tion can be established only by means of an increase of power. 

3. The service of the station on shipboard shall be carried on by a 
telegraph operator holding a certificate issued by the Government to 
which the vessel is subject. Such certificate shall attest the profes- 
sional efficiency of the operator as regards: 

(a) Adjustment of the apparatus; 

(b) Transmission and acoustic reception at the rate of not less 
than 20 words a minute; 

(c) Knowledge of the regulations governing the exchange of wire- 
less telegraph correspondence. 

4. The certificate shall furthermore state that the Government 
has bound the operator to secrecy with regard to the correspondence. 


VIL 


If the management of the wireless telegraph service of a country 
has knowledge of any infraction of the Convention or of the Regula- 
tions committed in any of the stations authorized by it, it shall ascer- 
tain the facts and fix the responsibility. 

In the case of stations on shipboard, if the operator is responsible 
tor such infraction, the management of the wireless telegraph service 
shall take the necessary measures and, if the necessity should arise, 
withdraw the certificate. If it is ascertained that the infraction is 
the result of the condition of the apparatus or of instructions given 
the operator, the same method shall be pursued with regard to the 
license issued to the vessel. 

2. In cases of repeated infractions chargeable to the same vessel, 
if the representations made to the wireless telegraph management 
of the country to which the vessel is subject by that of another 
country remain without effect, the latter shall be at liberty, after 
giving due notice, to authorize its coastal stations not to accept 
communications proceeding from the vessel at fault. In case of 
disagreement between the managements of the wireless telegraph 
service of two countries, the question shall be submitted to arbitra- 
tion at the request of either of the two Governments at issue. The 
procedure in such case shall be the same as indicated in Article 18 
of the Convention. 


2. Hours or Service or Cosstat STATIONS. 
VIII. 


1. The service of coastal stations shall, as far as possible, he con- 
stant, day and night, without interruption. 5 

Certain constat stations, however, may have a service of limited 
duration. The management of the wireless telegraph service of each 


country shall fix the hours of service. 
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2, The coastal stations whose service is not constant shall not 
close before having transmitted all their wireless telegrams to the 
vessels which are within their radius of action, nor before having 
received from such vessels all the wireless telegrams of which notice 
has been given. This provision is likewise applicable when vessels 
signal their presence before the actual cessation of work. 


3. Form axp Posrine or WIRELESS TELEGRAMS. 
IX. 


If the route of a wireless telegram is partly over telegraph lines, 
or through wireless telegraph stations subject to a noncontracting 
Government. such telegram may be transmitted provided the man- 
agements of the wireless telegraph service to which such lines or 
stations are subject have declared that, if the occasion should arise, 
they will comply with such provisions of the Convention and of the 
Regulations as are indispensable to the regular transmission of wire- 
less telegrams and that the payment of charges is insured. 


X. 


1. Wireless telegrams shall show in the preamble that the service 
is “wireless * (“radio”). 

9. In the transmission of wireless telegrams of shipboard stations 
to coastal stations, the date and honr of posting may be omitted in 
the preamble. 

Upon reforwarding a wireless telegram over the telegraph system, 
the coastal station shall show thereon its own name as the office of 
origin, followed by that of the vessel. and shall state, as the hour of 
posting, the hour when the telegram was received by it. 


XI. 


The address of wireless telegrams intended for ships at sea shall be 
as complete as possible. It shall embrace the following : 

(a) The name of the addressee, with additional designations if any ; 

(b) The name of the vessel as it appears in the list, supplemented 
by her nationality and, if necessary. by her distinguishing signal of 
the International Code, in case there are several vessels of the same 
name; 

(c) The name of the coastal station as it appears in the list. 


4, Rares. 
NIT. 


The coastal rate shall not exceed 60 centimes (11.6 cents) a word, 
and the shipboard rate shall not exceed 40 centimes (7.7 cents) a 
word. 

A minimum rate per telegram. not to exceed the coastal rate or 
shipboard rate for a wireless telegram of ten words, may be imposed 
as coastal or shipboard rate. 
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XII. 


The country within whose territory a coastal station is established 
which serves as intermediary for the exchange of wireless telegrams 
between a station on board ship and another country shall be con- 
sidered, so far as the application of telegraph rates is concerned, 
as the country of origin or of destination of such telegrams, and not 
as the country of transit. 


5. COLLECTION oy CHARGES. 
XIV. 


The total charge for wireless telegrams shall be collected of the 
sender. 

Stations on shipboard shall to that end have the necessary tariffs. 
They shall be at Hberty, however, to obtain information from coastal 
stations on the subject of rates for wireless telegrams for which they 
clo not possess all the necessary data. 


6, TRANSMISSION or Winevess Ter 


A. SIGNALS OF TRANSMISSION, 
XY. 


The signals to be employed are these of the Morse International 
Code. 
XVI. 


Ships in distress shall use the following s 
>o © hl Zari kame o o 
repeated at brief intervals. 

As soon as a station perecives the signal of distress it shall cease all 
correspondence and not resnme it until after it has made sure that 
the correspondence to which the call for assistance has given rise is 
terminated. 

Tn case the ship in distress adds at the end of the series of her calls 
the call letters of a particular station the answer to the call shall be 
incumbent upon that station alone. If the call for ance does 
not specify any particular station, every station perceiving such calls 
shall be bound to answer it. 


XVII. 


1. The call letters following the letters 
om comme mmmece 

“P RB” signify that the ve or station making the call desires to 
communicate with the station called by means of the International 
Signal Code. ef 

The combination of the letters P R B as a service signal for any 
other purpose than that specified above is prohibited. 

2, Wireless telegranis may be framed with the aid of the Interna- 
tional Signal Code. 
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Those addressed to a wireless telegraph station with a view to 
being forwarded by it are not to be translated by such station. 


b. ORDER OF TRANSMISSION. 
XVIII. 


Between two stations wireless telegrams of the same order shall be 
transmitted one by one, by the two stations alternately, or in series 
of several telegrams, as the coastal station may indicate, provided 
the duration of the transmission of each series does not exceed twenty 
minutes. 


e. METHOD OF CALLING WIRELESS STATIONS AND TRANSMISSION OF WIRE- 
LESS TELEGRAMS. 


XIX. 


1. Asa general rule, it shall be the shipboard station that calls the 
coastal station. 

2. The call should be made, as a general rule, only when the dis- 
tance of the vessel from the coastal station is less than 75 per cent 
of the normal range of the latter. 

8. Before proceeding to a call, the station on <hipboard shall 
adjust its receiving apparatus to its maximum sensibility and make 
sure that the coastal station which it wishes to call up is not in cor- 
respondence with any other station. Tf it finds that any transmis- 
sion is in progress, it shal] wait for the first pause. 

4. The shipboard station shall use for calling the normal wave of 
the coastal station. 

5. If in spite of these precautions the public exchange of wireless 
telegrams is impeded at any place. the call shall cease upon the first 
request from a coastal station open to public correspondence, The 
latter station shall in such case indicate the approximate length of 
time it will be necessary to wail. 


XX. 


1. The call shall comprise the signal 
ae © MEC © BE 


the call letters of the station called repeated three times, the word 
“from? (“de”) followed by the call letters of the sending station 
repeated three times. ; 

2. The called station shall answer by making the signal 


BEA 6 a 9 et 


followed by the call letters of the corresponding station, repeated 
three times, the word “ from,” its own call letters, and the signal 


BS © BEE 
XXT. 


If a station called does not answer the call (Article XX) repeated 
three times at intervals of two minutes, the call shall not be resumed 
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until after an interval of half an hour, the station issuing the call 
having first made sure that no wireless iclegraph correspondence is 


in progress. 
XN 


1. As soon as the coastal station has answered, the shipboard 
station shall make known to it: 

(2) The distance of the vessel from the coastal station in nautical 
miles; 

(b) Her true bearing in degrees counted from 0 to 360; 

(c) Her true course in degrees counted from 0 to 360; 

(d) Her speed in nautical miles; 

(e) The number of words she has to transmit. 

2. The coastal station shall answer, stating the number of words’ 
to be transmitted to the vessel. 

3. If the transmission can not take place immediately, the coastal: 
station shall inform the station on shipboard of the approximate 
Jength of time that it will be necessary to wait. 


XXIIT. 


When a coastal station receives calls from several shipboard sta- 
tions, the coastal station shall decide the order in which the shipboard 
stations shall be admitted to exchange their messages. 

Th fixing this order the coastal station shall be guided exclusively 
by the necessity of permitting each station concerned to exchange 
the greatest possible number of wireless telegrams. 


XXIV. 


Before beginning the exchange of cortenpondlenoe the coastal sta- 
tion shall advise the shipboard station whether the transmission is to 
be effected in the alternate order or by series (Article XVIII) ; it 
shall then begin the transmission or follow up the preliminaries with 
the signal 
= 0 aa 
(invitation to transmit). 
XXY. 

The transmission of the wireless telegram shall be preceded by the 
signal 

i E o Et © Em 
and terminated by the signal 

eo Wai ec me 


followed by the name of the sending station. 
XXVI. 


When a wireless telegram to be transmitted contains more than 
40 words, the sending station shall interrupt the transmission after 
each series of about 20 words by an interrogation point 
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and shall not resume it until after it has obtained from the receiv- 
ing station a repetition of the last word duly received, followed by 
an interrogation point. 

In the case of transmission by series, acknowledgment of receipt 
shall be made after each wireless telegram. 


XXVII. 


1. When the signals become doubtful every possible means shall 
be resorted to to finish the transmission. To this end the wireless 
telegram shall be repeated at the request of the receiving station, 
but not to exceed three times. If in spite of such triple repetition 
the signals are still unreadable the wireless telegram shall be can- 
celed. If no acknowledgment of receipt is received the transmitting 
station shall again call up the receiving station, If no reply is 
made after three calls the transmission shall not be followed up any 
further. 

2. If in the opinion of the receiving station the wireless telegram, 
although imperfectly received, is nevertheless capable of trans- 
mission, said station shall enter the words “reception doubtful” 
at the end of the preamble and let the wireless telegram follow. 


XXVIII. 


All stations are bound to carry on the service with as little expense 
of energy as may be necessary to insure safe communication. 


d. ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT AND CONCLUSION OF WORK. 
XXIX. 


1. Receipt shall be acknowledged in the form prescribed by the 
International Telegraph Regulations, preceded by the call letters 
of the transmitting station and followed by those of the receiving 
station. 

2, The conclusion of a correspondence between two stations shall 
be indicated by each station by means of the signal 


eco mm ec lm 
followed by its call letters. 
€, DIRECTIONS TO BE FOLLOWED IN SENDING WIRELESS TELEGRAMS. 
XXX. 


1. In general, the shipboard stations shall transmit thet wireless 
telegrams to the nearest: coastal station. 

2. A sender on board a vessel shall, however, have the right to 
designate the coastal station through which he desires to have bis 
wireless telegram transmitted. . f : 

3. The station on shipboard shall then wait until such coastal 
station shall be the nearest. If this can not be done, the wishes of 
the sender are to be complied with only if the transmission can be 
effected without interfering with the service of other stations. 
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T. DELIVERY or WIRELESS TELEGRAMS ar THEIR DESTINATION. 
XXXI. 


When for any cause whatever a wireless telegram proceeding from 
a vessel at sea can not be delivered to the addressee, a notice of non- 
delivery shall be issued. Such notice shall be transmitted to the 
vessel if possible. When a wireless telegram received by a ship- 
board station can not be delivered, the station shall notify the office 
of origin by official notice. Such notice shall be transmitted, when- 
ever practicable, to the coastal station through which the wire- 
less telegram has passed in transit; otherwise, to the nearest coastal 
station. 

XXXII. 


Tf the ship for which a wireless telegram is intended has not sig- 
nalled her presence to the coastal station within the period desig- 
nated by the sender, or, in the absence of such designation, by the 
morning of the 29th day following, the coastal station shall notify 
the sender, 

The latter shall lave the right to ask, by a paid oficiat notice, 
sent by either telegraph or mail and addressed to the coastal station, 
that his wireless telegram be held for a further period of 30 days for 
transmission to the vessel, and so on. In the absence of such request 
the wireless telegram shall be put aside as not transmissible at the end 
of the 30th day (exclusive of the day of posting). 

If, however, the coastal station has positive information that the 
vessel has left its radius of action before it has been able to transmit 
to her the wireless message, such station shall so notify the sender. 


8. SPECIAL TELEGRAMS. 
XXXI. 


The following telegrams shall not be accepted for transmission : 

(a) Telegrams with answer prepaid: 

tb) Money order telegrams; 

te) Telegrams calling for repetition of message (for purposes of 
verification 

(a) Telegrams calling for acknowledgwent of receipt; 

ie) Telegrams to be forwarded (if addressee is not found at the 
address given) ; : 

(f) Paid service telegrams. except in so far as transmission over 
the lines of the telegraph system is concerned; A ted 

(g) Urgent. telegrams, except in so far as transmission over the 
lines of the telegraph system is concerned, subject to the application 
of the provisions of the International Telegraph Regulations; 

ih) Telegrams to be delivered by express or mail. 


9. Fines. 
XXXIV. 
The originals of wireless telegrams and the documents relating 


thereto retained by the managements of the wireless telegraph serv- 
ice or by private enterprises shall be kept for a period of at least 
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twelve months beginning with the month following that of the post- 
ing of the wireless telegram, with all the necessary precautions as 
regards secrecy. 

Such originals and documents shall, as far as practicable, be sent 
at least once a month by the shipboard stations to the management 
of the wireless telegraph service to which they are subject. 


10. Renares axo REIMBURSEMENTS. 
XXXV. 


1. With regard to rebates and reimbursements, the provisions of 
the International Telegraph Regulations shall be applicable, taking 
into account the restrictions specified in Article XXXIII of the 
present Regulations and subject to the following reservations: 

The time employed in the transmission of wireless telegrams and 
the time that wireless telegrams remain in a coastal station or station 
on shipboard shall not be counted as delays as regards rebates or 
reimbursements. 

Reimbursements shall be borne by the different managements of 
the wireless telegraph service or private enterprises which have taken 
part in the transmission of the wireless telegram, cach management 
or private enterprise relinquishing its share of the rate. Wireless 
telegrams to which articles T and 8 of the Convention. of St. Peters- 
burg are applicable shall remain subject, however, to the provisions 
of the International Telegraph Regulations, except when the accept- 
ance of such telegrams is the result of an error made by the telegraph 
service. 

2. When the acknowledgment of receipt of a wireless telegram has 
not reached the station which has transmitted the telegram, the 
charges shall be refunded only if the fact has been established that 
the wireless telegram is entitled to reimbursement. 


J1. Accounts AND PAYMENT or Cyrarces. 
XXXYT. 


1. The coastal and shipboard charges shall not enter into the 
accounts provided for by the International Telegraph Regulations. 

The accounts regarding such charges shall be liquidated by the 
managements of the wireless telegraph service of the countries con- 
cerned. They shall be drawn up by the wireless telegraph manage- 
ment to which the coastal stations are subject, and communicated 
by them to the wireless telegraph managements concerned. 

“9. For transmission over the lines of the telegraph system wireless 
telegrams shall be treated, so far as the payment of rates is concerned, 
in conformity with the International Telegraph Regulations. 

8. For wireless telegrams proceeding from ships, the wireless tele- 
graph management to which the shipboard station is subject shall be 
charged by the wireless telegraph management to which the coastal 
station is subject with the coastal and ordinary telegraph rates 
charged on board of vessels. : ; 

For wireless telegrams intended for ships, the wireless telegraph 
management which has collected the fees shall be charged directly 
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by the wireless telegraph management to which the coastal station 
is subject with the coastal and shipboard rates. The latter shall 
eredit the wireless telegraph management to which the vessel is sub- 
ject with the shipboard rate. $ 

In case the wireless telegraph management which has collected the 
charges is the same, however, as the one to which the shipboard 
station is subject, the shipboard rate shall not be charged by the 
wireless telegraph management to which the coastal station is subject. 

4, The monthly accounts serving as a basis for the special accounts 
of wireless telegrams shall be made out for each telegram separately 
with all the necessary data within a period of six months from the 
month to which they refer. 

5. The Governments reserve the right to enter into special agree- 
ments among themselves and with private enterprises (parties oper- 
ating wireless telegraph stations, shipping companies, ete.) with a 
view of adopting other provisions with regard to accounts. 


12. Tyrernationan Brreav. 
XXXVII. 
The International Bureau of Telegraphs shall be entrusted with the 


duties specified in Article 13 of the Convention, subject to the consent 
of the Government of the Swiss Federation and the approval of the 


Telegraph Union. 
* * * * * * * 
XXXVIII. 
* * * * * * * 


The International Bureau shall see to it that’ the same call letters 
for several wireless telegraph stations shall not be adopted, 


13. Miscennanrovs PROVISIONS. 


XXXIX. 


The managements of the wireless telegraph service shall give to 
agencies of maritime information such data regarding losses and 
casualties at sea or other information of general interest to naviga- 
tion, as the coastal stations may properly report. 


XL. 


The exchange of correspondence between shipboard stations such 
as referred to in Article 1 of the Convention shall be carried on in 
such a manner as not to interfere with the service of the coastal 
stations, the latter, as a general rule, being accorded the right of 
priority for the public service. 


XLI 


1, In the absence of special agreements between the parties con- 
cerned, the provisions of the present Regulations shall be applicable 
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analogously to the exchange of wireless telegrams between two vessels 
at sea, subject to the following exceptions: 

(a) To Article XIV. The shipboard rate falling to the transmit- 
ting ship shall be collected from the sender, and that falling to the 
receiving ship shall be collected from the addressee; j 

(b) To Article XVIII. The order of transmission shall be regu- 
lated in each case by mutual agreement between the corresponding 
stations, 

(ce) To Article XXXVI. The rates for the wireless telegrams in 
question shall not enter into the accounts provided for in that. article, 
such charges falling to the wireless telegraph managements which 
have collected them. 

2. Retransmission. of wireless telegrams exchanged between vessels 
at sea shall be subject to special agreements between the parties 
concerned. 


XLII. 


The provisions of the International Telegraph Regulations shall 
be applicable analogously to wireless telegraph correspondence in so 
far as they are not contrary to the provisions of the present 
regulations. 


EXTRACT FROM THE INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH CONVENTION, 
SIGNED AT ST. PETERSBURG, JULY 10-22, 1875. 


[See Article 17 of the convention, page 3.) 


Arriciz 1. The High Contracting Parties concede to all persons 
the right to correspond by means of the international telegraphs. 

Artic 2. They bind themselves to take all the necessary meas- 
ures for the purpose of insuring the secrecy of the correspondence 
and its safe transmission. 

Anriciz 3. They declare, nevertheless, that they accept no respon- 
sibility as regards the international telegraph service. 

ARTICLE 5. Telegrams are classed in three categories: 

1. State telegrams: those emanating from the Head of the Nation, 
the Ministers, the Commanders-in-Chicf of the Army and Naval 
forces, and the Diplomatic or Consular Agents of the Contracting 
Governments, as well as the answers to such telegrams. 

2. Service telegrams: those which emanate from the Managements 
of the Telegraph Service of the Contracting States and which relate 
either to the international telegraph service or to subjects of public 
interest determined jointly by such Managements. 

3. Private telegrams. 

In. the transmission, the State telegrams shall have precedence 
over other telegrams. 

Anricie 6, State telegrams and service telegrams may be issued in 
secret Janguage, in any communications, 

Private telegrams may be exchanged in secret language between 
two States which adinit of this mode of correspondence. 

The States which do not admit of private telegrams in secret lan- 
guage upon the expedition or arrival of the same, shall allow them 
to pass in transit, except in the case of suspension defined in arti- 
cle 8. 
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Artic T. The High Contracting Parties reserve the right to stop 
the transmission of any private telegram which may appear dan- 
gerous to the safety of the State, or which may be contrary to the 
Jaws of the country. to publie order or good morals. 

ARTICLE 8. Each Government also reserves the right to suspend the 
international telegraph service for an indefinite period, if deemed 
necessary by it, etther generally, or only over certain lines and for 
certain cls of correspondence. of which such Government shall 
immediately notify all the other Contracting Governments. 

Arricts 11. Telegrams relating to the international telegraph serv- 
ice of the Contracting States shall be transmitted free of charge over 
the entire systems of such States. 

Antreve 12. The High Contracting Parties shall render accounts 
to one another of the charges collected by each of them. 

Articte 17. The High Contracting Parties reserve respectively the 
right to enter among themselves into special arrangements of any 
kind with regard to points of the service which do not interest the 
States generally. 


HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES. 


The following foreign Governments have ratified the Convention: 
Argentina; Austria-Hungary; Belgium; Brazil; Bulgaria; Chile; 
Denmark; Egypt; France (and possessions) ; Germany (and posses- 
sions); Great Britain (including Australia, British India, Canada, 
New Zealand, South African Union); Greece; Italy (and posses- 
sions) ; Japan (and possessions) ; Mexico; Monaco; Morocco; Neth- 
erlands (and p i Norway: Persia: Portugal (and posses- 
sions); Roumania; Russia: San Marino; Siam; Spain (and pos- 
sessions) ; Sweden; Turkey; Urnguay. 
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